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Executive summary 

The SoGreen project generates insights that support studying and evaluating the social aspects of the green 

transition across generations and socioeconomic groups and strengthens the capacities of four major 

European social science research infrastructures while doing so (ESS-ERIC, SHARE-ERIC, GGP, and 

GUIDE). Using a life-course perspective, the project examines how climate change policies shape 

individual attitudes, behaviours, and social outcomes. The Green Transition Questionnaire Module 

(SoGreen Module) addresses challenges such as job security, energy poverty, and access to essential 

infrastructure, ensuring these social consequences are captured in the data. In Deliverable 3.1, we developed 

the SoGreen module that will be fielded across the four participating infrastructures. In Deliverable 3.2, we 

have two main goals; (1) outlining a strategy for future-proofing the SoGreen module and (2) outlining a 

procedure for new item development especially concerning questionnaire items related to social aspects of 

the green transition. 

The present document outlines a strategy for future-proofing newly developed survey items on social 

aspects of the green transition (the SoGreen module) by ensuring their long-term accessibility, usability, 

and relevance. To achieve this, the deliverable will produce a set of recommendations and aims to make 

documented instruments available through Zenodo, ensuring their findability and continued use both during 

and after the project’s completion.  

Furthermore, in this deliverable, a generic procedure that can be applied to developing new survey modules 

addressing the social aspects of the green transition beyond SoGreen is established. This procedure details 

how new items are designed, tested, and implemented. Additionally, the role of the user community in this 

process is defined in cooperation with the Knowledge Mobilization Lab (WP11), fostering co-creation and 

long-term engagement. Ultimately, this deliverable provides a set of recommendations for the sustainable 

use and ongoing development of survey items and modules selected, adapted, or created within the project 

framework.  
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1. Future-proofing the new survey items 

The long-term relevance of the SoGreen survey items depends on their continuous availability, 

discoverability and reusability by the European social science community. As the project develops 

instruments to measure social aspects of the green transition, it is essential that these tools remain accessible 

beyond the project’s lifetime. Ensuring future use requires a structured archiving and documentation 

strategy that aligns with open science principles and trusted research infrastructure frameworks, such as the 

European Open Science Cloud (EOSC) - EU Node or the Consortium of European Social Science Data 

Archives (CESSDA). This report outlines the procedures and recommendations for depositing, 

documenting, and maintaining the SoGreen survey items1 in open repositories in accordance with the FAIR 

data principles (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, Reusable). 

1.1. Archiving and repository strategy 

The SoGreen survey module developed as Deliverable 3.1 and additional survey items must be preserved 

in repositories that provide persistent identifiers, robust metadata, and long-term accessibility. According 

to the CESSDA Data Archiving Guide, FAIR principles require that (meta)data and documentation are 

assigned a globally unique and persistent identifier and that (meta)data are registered or indexed in a 

searchable resource. Furthermore, OpenAIRE recommends that research data be deposited in 'certified 

repositories which support open access where possible'. This recommendation also extends to the European 

Commission’s preferences where research data and related materials are expected to be stored in certified 

repositories. These requirements guide the selection of repositories suitable for SoGreen materials. 

Table 1 compares leading European repositories and documentation platforms suitable for archiving the 

SoGreen survey module and its supporting materials, including the questionnaire, codebook and translation 

notes, but not the survey data. These repositories were selected because they represent the most relevant 

and authoritative infrastructures for preserving survey instruments and methodological documentation 

within the European research landscape. Zenodo was chosen as it offers a straightforward and sustainable 

route for depositing documentation with automatic Digital Object Identifier (DOI) assignment, open 

licensing options, and long-term accessibility. Its strong integration with OpenAIRE and the EOSC 

ecosystem provides a high degree of interoperability and ensures broad visibility despite its more generic 

metadata structure. In addition, the comparison includes trusted social-science-specific repositories such as 

GESIS ZIS, the Finnish Social Science Data Archive, DataverseNL, and the UK Data Service ReShare 

 
1 Note that this deliverable focuses on the sustainability of the SoGreen module (survey items developed to 
capture the social aspects of green transition) as well as the process of developing new survey items in the 
future. This deliverable does not cover the survey data that is to be collected during the project. 

https://marketplace.sshopencloud.eu/
https://www.cessda.eu/
https://www.cessda.eu/
https://dag.cessda.eu/
https://www.openaire.eu/find-trustworthy-data-repository?utm_source=chatgpt.com
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because these CESSDA Service Providers implement Data Documentation Initiative (DDI)-compliant 

metadata, professional curation, and CoreTrustSeal-certified preservation policies. All these qualities 

support the long-term sustainability and methodological integrity of survey instruments. These platforms 

generally offer more detailed metadata and higher curation quality. However, access or deposit may be 

restricted to specific institutions or national frameworks. The SHARE website was incorporated as a widely 

recognised and used documentation portal for its major European survey. In addition, it serves as an interim 

repository for the SoGreen module and its documentation. Together, these platforms represent the full 

spectrum of viable options for preserving, disseminating, and maximising the long-term reusability of the 

SoGreen survey instruments. 

In addition, it is important to consider not only the archives and repositories themselves but also the features 

that support their linkage to the SSH Open Marketplace and the EOSC - EU Node. These features are 

essential for improving the findability of the SoGreen module and its documentation. The SSH Open 

Marketplace serves primarily as a visibility and indexing layer. Researchers can create or update entries 

that link to external resources, such as Zenodo records, documentation websites or data archives, ensuring 

that these materials become discoverable through a central European research portal. The EOSC EU Node 

(formerly the EOSC Marketplace) is the central discovery and access point of the European Open Science 

Cloud. The EOSC EU Node’s primary purpose is to ensure that European research outputs are findable, 

accessible, and interoperable across disciplines. Resources deposited in compliant repositories (e.g., 

Zenodo, DataverseNL or a CESSDA archive) can automatically become discoverable in EOSC if the 

repository is federated through OpenAIRE or the CESSDA Data Catalogue. Archives and repositories that 

are linked to SSH Open Marketplace and EOSC EU Node provide better FAIRness.  

It is important to note that Zenodo, GESIS ZIS, and SHARE websites are platforms that primarily function 

as repositories for instruments of data collection and their documentation while UK Data Service ReShare, 

DataverseNL, and Finnish Social Science Data Archive function as full data archives. As data repositories 

and archives, these organisations provide solutions that would ensure persistent identifiers, robust metadata, 

and long-term accessibility for the SoGreen module and its documentation. However, there are considerable 

limitations to consider. The UK Data Service ReShare, DataverseNL, and Finnish Social Science Data 

Archive designed primarily for full dataset preservation rather than for publishing standalone measurement 

instruments. These infrastructures often impose institutional or national deposit restrictions, require more 

complex workflows, and offer less flexibility for openly sharing documentation-only outputs. It makes them 

less suitable for the rapid, open, and citation-friendly dissemination required for the long-term sustainability 

of the SoGreen survey module. Zenodo, GESIS ZIS, and SHARE website fit the purpose of this deliverable 

better. Yet, GESIS ZIS, although designed specifically for measurement instruments, is less suitable for 

https://share-eric.eu/data/news-details/sogreen-questionnaire-module
https://share-eric.eu/data/news-details/sogreen-questionnaire-module
https://marketplace.sshopencloud.eu/
https://open-science-cloud.ec.europa.eu/
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depositing the SoGreen module documentation. It functions as a curated publication platform with editorial 

review requirements, limited submission flexibility, and stricter acceptance criteria. This makes the process 

slower, less predictable, and dependent on external approval. While an excellent documentation portal for 

SHARE survey data and documentation, the SHARE website is not a certified repository and therefore 

cannot ensure long-term preservation, longevity of persistent identifiers, or automatic metadata federation 

to infrastructures like OpenAIRE and EOSC. As a result, SHARE cannot provide stable archival, citation 

infrastructure, and automated discoverability. Having outlined the limitations of other repositories and 

archives in Table 1, Zenodo becomes a preferred choice for the archiving of the SoGreen module and 

documentation. While Zenodo is not a certified repository, it is operated by CERN and OpenAIRE. It offers 

an optimal platform for primary documentation reposition and archiving. Zenodo automatically assigns 

Digital Object Identifier (DOI) to published records, ensuring global discoverability and persistent citation. 

It supports open licensing (e.g., CC BY 4.0), version control and metadata export in standard formats such 

as Dublin Core and DataCite. Therefore, it is recommended that the documented SoGreen survey 

instruments, codebook, and translation notes be deposited in Zenodo under the institutional account of the 

SoGreen coordinating partner. This approach guarantees continuity of governance and shared ownership 

across the consortium. 

In parallel, the metadata and DOI should be registered within the EOSC EU Node (formerly EOSC 

Marketplace), which provides an indexing and discovery function for research tools and datasets across 

disciplines. By integrating the Zenodo record into the EOSC ecosystem, the SoGreen instruments gain 

visibility and interoperability within European research infrastructures. The SSH Open Marketplace can be 

used as an additional dissemination channel to showcase the instruments as reusable methodological 

resources. 
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Table 1. Different repositories, their purpose, scope, and further information 

Repository / 
Platform 

Primary 
Purpose 

Scope & 
Audience 

Persistent 
Identifier 

Metadata 
Standards 

Curation & 
Certification 

Licensing Versioning 
/ 
Provenance 

Access & 
Cost 

Strengths 
for SoGreen 

Limitations 

Zenodo 
(CERN/OpenAIRE) 

Deposit and 
preservation 

Multidisciplinary; 
open research 
outputs 

DOI 
(DataCite) 

Dublin 
Core, 
DataCite 

Minimal 
curation; 
integrated 
with EOSC 

CC BY 
4.0 

Full 
versioning 

Free Automatic 
DOI, strong 
EOSC 
linkage, easy 
upload 

Generic 
metadata; 
limited 
social-
science 
detail 

GESIS ZIS Deposit and 
publish 
instruments 

Social and 
behavioural 
sciences 

DOI DDI, 
GESIS 
metadata 

Curated; 
CoreTrustSeal 

CC BY 
4.0 

Editorial 
version 
control 

Free Purpose-built 
for 
instruments; 
rich metadata 

Text must 
meet 
editorial 
review 

SHARE Website Documentation 
and 
dissemination 

Primarily 
SHARE users 

DOI Custom 
HTML/DB 

Curated by 
SHARE 

Open 
access 
(CC) 

Manual Free Benchmark 
for 
documentation 
layout 

 Not formal 
repository 

UK Data Service – 
ReShare 

Deposit docs 
and small 
datasets 

Social sciences 
(UK/EU) 

DOI DDI 2.5 / 
Dublin 
Core 

Curated; 
CoreTrustSeal 

CC BY 
4.0 

Curator-
managed 

Free Strong 
metadata 
quality; 
support 

Deposit 
restricted to 
UK-
affiliated 
users 

DataverseNL Deposit and 
preserve 
docs/data 

Multidisciplinary 
(NL institutions) 

DOI 
(DataCite) 

DDI 2.5 / 
Dublin 
Core 

Institutional 
curation; 
CoreTrustSeal 

CC BY 
4.0 

Automatic 
versioning 

Institutional 
access 

EOSC-
federated; 
strong 
preservation 

Deposit 
limited to 
partner 
institutions 
for a fee 

Finnish Social 
Science Data 
Archive 

Long-term 
archive 

Social sciences; 
CESSDA Serive 
Provider 

DOI / 
URN 

DDI 
Codebook 
2.5 

Curated; 
CoreTrustSeal 

CC BY 
4.0 

Maintained 
via policy 

Free High metadata 
quality; strong 
preservation 

Deposit 
requires 
collaboration 

https://zenodo.org/
https://zis.gesis.org/?lang=en
https://share-eric.eu/data/news-details/sogreen-questionnaire-module
https://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://reshare.ukdataservice.ac.uk/
https://dans.knaw.nl/en/data-services/dataversenl/
https://www.fsd.tuni.fi/en/
https://www.fsd.tuni.fi/en/
https://www.fsd.tuni.fi/en/
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1.2. Ensuring findability and reuse  
Ensuring findability after the project concludes requires a combination of persistent identifiers, open access 

documentation, and clear citation practices. Zenodo provides a built-in DOI for every published record 

which should be accompanied by a formal citation template in APA, Harvard, MLA, and others, such as: 

 

Author One, Author Two, ... (2025). Social Aspects of the Green Transition (SoGreen) Module 
Development. Zenodo. https://doi.org/xx.xxxx/zenodo.xxxxx  

 

The final citation together with citation guidelines need to be included on the SoGreen website to ensure 

users reference the module correctly. The module needs to be referenced in all publications using the 

SoGreen module. 

To further enhance findability, the SoGreen instruments will be added to the Infra4NextGen (I4NG) 

inventory once fielded within ESS CRONOS. These items will be marked to be SoGreen items, which will 

make them easier to find. This ensures integration with other European social science infrastructures and 

survey projects as well as facilitates reuse by researchers planning future comparative surveys. All 

associated materials, such as the codebook, metadata, and translation notes (see Appendix I), will be made 

openly available to support accurate translation and adaptation across languages. 

1.3. Governance and sustainability  

Long-term sustainability of the SoGreen module depends on clear custodianship and periodic review. The 

SoGreen consortium should designate an institutional owner (such as the coordinating partner or data 

management lead) responsible for maintaining and updating the repository entries. Zenodo’s versioning 

mechanism allows for new releases (e.g., Version 1.1, Version 2.0) to be created as items evolve. A regular 

review cycle, for instance every two to three years, is recommended to verify that metadata remain up to 

date and that repository links are functional. If future funders or frameworks require repository certification, 

materials can be mirrored to, for example, a CESSDA Service Provider to ensure continued compliance. 

By depositing the SoGreen survey instruments in Zenodo and registering metadata in the EOSC EU Node, 

the project ensures that its outputs are FAIR-compliant and openly accessible. These actions combined with 

DOI citation, integration into the I4NG inventory and transparent documentation will guarantee the long-

term findability and reusability of the SoGreen survey items in this strengthening their contribution to 

European social research infrastructures. This process can also be applied or adapted to survey items that 

will be developed in the future. 

https://doi.org/xx.xxxx/zenodo.xxxxx
https://tool.infra4nextgen.eu/inventory.html
https://tool.infra4nextgen.eu/inventory.html
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2. Procedure for new item development  

To guide the development of new survey items, we established a four-step approach designed to ensure 

both conceptual coherence and empirical strength. Figure 1 illustrates the recommended process for 

creating survey items that capture the social dimensions of the green transition. The four-steps include: 

(1) Identifying gaps, (2) Adapting or developing new survey items, (3) Testing and refining, and (4) 

Validating and documenting the items. Together, these steps were designed to ensure that new items are 

evidence-based, conceptually sound, and responsive to emerging societal issues. The process is iterative 

and flexible. Depending on specific research needs, it can conclude at step four or loop back to earlier 

stages for refinement. The starting point may also vary depending on the availability of prior work or new 

insights. 

Figure 1. Flowchart of procedure of new item development 

 

We have already completed one full iteration of this process with the development of the SoGreen module 

(see Deliverable 3.1), which primarily consisted of adapted survey questions. We are now in the second 

iteration, during which we are identifying remaining gaps and developing new items to expand and 

strengthen the measurement of social aspects of the green transition. In the following section, we outline 

the four-step approach in more detail. It is important to consider that these steps include things we have 

learned during the development of the SoGreen module (first iteration), and also the things we learned while 

developing several new items afterwards for fielding in ESS-CRONOS Wave 7 (second iteration), which 

included an iteration of the process outlined in the figure above. 

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/documents/downloadPublic?documentIds=080166e51dffa776&appId=PPGMS
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2.1. Identifying gaps 
The first step in developing new survey items is to identify existing gaps in measurement and understanding. 

This process ensures that new items address areas not yet adequately captured by current data and 

frameworks. To do so, three complementary approaches can be employed: examining existing item 

inventories to map current coverage, reviewing relevant theoretical and conceptual frameworks to pinpoint 

missing dimensions, and engaging the expert community to gather insights and recommendations based on 

their specialized knowledge. Together, these approaches provide a solid foundation for the systematic 

development of new, meaningful survey items. For this deliverable, these items are focused on the social 

aspects of the green transition.  

2.1.1. Examine existing item inventories  

An inventory of survey items relevant to the social aspects of the green transition was created as part of 

Deliverable D3.1, and it is publicly available on the SoGreen website. This inventory compiles existing 

questions from multiple research infrastructures and surveys, providing a valuable reference for identifying 

current coverage, overlaps, and gaps in the measurement of green transition topics. It serves as a 

foundational tool for developing new, harmonized survey items that align with ongoing European data 

initiatives. 

In addition, the Infra4NextGen project offers a complementary online tool that includes a curated set of 

“green” questions relevant to environmental and sustainability research (Infra4NextGen Inventory). This 

resource can be particularly useful for researchers and survey developers seeking to explore existing 

measures (including existing SoGreen items), draw comparisons across studies, or design new questions 

addressing the social dimensions of the green transition.  

2.1.2. Review of theoretical and conceptual frameworks 

The SoGreen module was designed to examine the social aspects of the green transition through a set of 

thirty questions. While most items were adapted from existing survey instruments through the item 

inventory created for D3.1, nine entirely new questions were developed in consultation with experts in 

environmental psychology (all items can be found here). The SoGreen items were grounded in a conceptual 

framework that organizes climate change issues into several interrelated thematic domains: 

• Access to information and knowledge 
• Engagement and participation 

https://sogreen-project.eu/2025/10/new-cross-infrastructure-item-inventory-for-the-green-module/
https://tool.infra4nextgen.eu/inventory.html
https://sogreen-project.eu/wp-content/uploads/2025/09/D3.1.pdf
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• Beliefs, level of concern, and perceived threat 
• Responsibility and personal action 
• Climate change and the economy 
• Public support for climate policies 
• Evaluation of action, including willingness to adopt pro-environmental behaviours and participate 

in activism (Kenny et al., 2024) 

In the first iteration of the process of creating new survey items, the conceptual framework above was 

extended by adding several new themes capture the multifaceted social dimensions of the green transition. 

Environmental factors were introduced to assess access to parks, green spaces, and broader environmental 

conditions, with potential integration of survey responses and environmental datasets to provide richer 

contextual insights. Items addressing energy poverty, transport poverty, and job security were added to 

better understand inequalities and vulnerabilities that may arise during the transition to a low-carbon 

economy.  

Several additional themes were tagged to be important but were not included in first iteration due to the 

limitation of survey length. These topics were planned to be focused on in the second iteration (see section 

2.2 below and Appendix II). Household characteristics were expanded to include items focusing on 

heating and cooling systems, recognizing the importance of household energy efficiency and adaptation to 

climate challenges. Life course impacts, such as partnership patterns and social ties, were incorporated to 

explore how the green transition may intersect with social relationships and demographic trajectories over 

time. Together, these new themes aim to provide a more comprehensive picture of how environmental, 

social, and economic factors interact in shaping individuals’ experiences of the green transition. 

2.1.3. Input of the expert community 

Expert input is a critical component in developing and refining survey items, ensuring their relevance across 

disciplines and contexts. To get expert feedback on the themes of social aspects of the green transition, the 

Knowledge Mobilization Lab led by WP11 has conducted an expert survey between July 25th 2025 and 

September 9th 2025 (Ramaj, K. 2025a; 2025b). The SoGreen Expert survey asked participants to (1) 

evaluate the themes captured by the SoGreen Module, (2) provide targeted feedback on the already 

developed survey items of the SoGreen Module, (3) suggest further survey themes, items, and/ or studies 

that could help improve the SoGreen Module, and (4) consider the possibility of being contacted for a 

follow-up survey on the updated SoGreen Module. This section presents the results obtained from the 

SoGreen Expert Survey on further survey themes that could help improve the understanding of social 

aspects of the green transition. 
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A total of 51 participants started filling in the survey. Of these, 15 participants completed the entire survey, 

while 36 participants partially completed it. For the suggestion of new themes, 10 respondents gave 

feedback. Their feedback was categorised under 5 themes: environmental and climate policy impacts, social 

justice and equity, education and empowerment, lifestyle and personal action, and adaptation and 

preparedness.  

a. Environmental and Climate Policy Impacts 
• Consideration of negative side effects of climate protection policies (such as wind farms and dams) 

on other areas of environmental protection (such as biodiversity and landscape protection). 
• Justice of green transitions. 
• Exploration of who benefits and who loses from the green transition, including visible, invisible, 

and hidden power dynamics. 
• Assessment of estimated consequences for the public and businesses, highlighting potential win-

win scenarios to reduce fear of change.  
 

b. Social Justice and Equity 
• Responsibility for the climate crisis, both at the national and individual levels, for the ongoing 

climate crisis (linked to the accumulated emissions from 1850 to date of each country, and the 
accumulated emissions per capita). 

• Relationship between energy consumption, accumulated emissions, and wealth distribution. 
• Income-related consumer decisions – How to buy ecologic farming product with restricted budget? 

What can governments do to ensure most people have access to fresh and healthy food? 
 

c. Education and Empowerment 
• Environmental education aimed at empowering youth to make informed decisions and become cli-

mate advocates. 
• The role of environmental NGOs in shaping public opinion and policy, contributing to environ-

mental democracy. 
 

d. Lifestyle and Personal Action 
• Vegan diet as a strategy to reduce pollution, resource use, and animal suffering. 
• Feeling of helplessness in dealing with climate change. How to address psychological barriers like 

climate anxiety, perceived ineffectiveness of individual actions, and lack of trust towards govern-
ments for real change? 
 

e. Adaptation and Preparedness 
• Climate change adaptation: understanding regional risks and developing comprehensive adaptation 

plans. 
 

To continue the feedback loop from the experts and users alike, the website of the SoGreen project is open 

to further input has a page dedicated to the Knowledge Mobilization Lab (KML), in which experts that are 
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interested can join the KML and give their feedback: //sogreen-project.eu/about/knowledge-mobilisation-

lab/ 

2.2. Developing new items 

Following the identification of conceptual and empirical gaps, the next step involves adapting or developing 

new survey items to address these areas. This stage focuses on translating theoretical constructs into 

measurable questions that would be both conceptually sound and practically suitable for inclusion in social 

surveys. Item development drew on established measurement principles, prior survey instruments, and 

expert consultation to ensure content validity, cross-national relevance, and clarity of expression. The 

process was iterative, involving continuous review and refinement to enhance alignment with the 

overarching research objectives. As a result of this process, in the first iteration, 9 new items were 

developed, and 21 items were adapted (Deliverable 3.1). In the second iteration, 21 new items were 

developed, and 10 items were adapted (see Appendix II). The questions developed in the second iteration 

were designed to align with the core theoretical and empirical themes identified during preliminary 

consultations and will be fielded in ESS CRONOS Wave 7, which will take place between April – May 

2026 in 11 countries: Austria, Belgium, Czechia, Finland, France, Hungary, Iceland, Poland, Portugal, 

Slovenia, UK.  

2.3. Testing and refining 
Several approaches can be undertaken to test and refine the newly developed survey items addressing social 

aspects of the green transition. Pilot testing should be conducted to assess the clarity, relevance, and 

reliability of the questions in different contexts and among diverse respondent groups. Feedback from 

researchers, survey methodologists, and relevant stakeholders, such as policymakers, environmental 

organizations, and community representatives provide valuable insights into the interpretability and 

practical applicability of the items. This iterative process of testing, evaluation, and revision help ensure 

that the final survey items are both scientifically robust and contextually meaningful for capturing social 

dimensions of the green transition. 

2.3.1. Pilot testing 

The first stage of the procedure focuses on collecting feedback on the developed items in a pilot test, in this 

case, of the SoGreen items from the first iteration. This feedback served as a diagnostic tool to assess item 

clarity, respondent comprehension, and the adequacy of response options. Insights were primarily drawn 

from the SHARE pilot study conducted in the summer of 2025. Overall, the pilot results indicated that most 

https://sogreen-project.eu/about/knowledge-mobilisation-lab/
https://sogreen-project.eu/about/knowledge-mobilisation-lab/
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items performed as expected; however, one particular question regarding barriers to using public transport 

exhibited limitations in its response distribution. 

The item asked: “What is the main reason you do not use or rarely use public transport?” 

Respondents were provided with eight predefined answer categories: 

1. Lack of convenient routes or stops near my home 
2. Infrequent or unreliable service 
3. Cost of tickets is too high 
4. Public transport takes too long 
5. Public transport is unsafe (e.g., pickpocketing) 
6. Public transport is uncomfortable (e.g., too crowded) 
7. Poor accessibility for my needs (e.g., disability access) 
8. Other 

A substantial proportion (approximately 50%) selected “Other,” suggesting that the response options did 

not fully capture relevant motivations. To address this, WP3 members from four research infrastructures 

collaborated to discuss the gap. We identified that for many respondents, public transport simply does not 

play a role in their daily routines, perhaps because they can walk or bike, a factor not reflected in the original 

list. Consequently, a new response option “Public transport is not needed in my everyday life” was added 

to better reflect participant realities. The revised question is presented in Appendix I (F8). 

This feedback process underscores the importance of empirical testing and collaboration in identifying and 

correcting measurement limitations before large-scale field deployment.  

2.3.2. Feedback from researchers and stakeholders 

Several researchers and stakeholders were involved in providing feedback for the SoGreen module. For 

example, researchers from the country teams were included in the development of the new survey questions 

in both iterations. In fact, we received valuable feedback from the ESS-CRONOS national teams during 

the translation checks process, which strengthened the overall quality and consistency of the questions. 

Their insights, drawn from direct engagement with local linguistic and cultural contexts, effectively position 

them as important contributors to the survey module. By integrating their contributions, we ensured that 

the materials reflect both methodological rigor and the on-the-ground expertise essential for cross-national 

research. 

 

It is important to get feedback on the newly developed questions not only from team members but also the 

larger research community. Through the expert pool that is created in the SoGreen project by the 
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Knowledge Mobilization Lab (Deliverable 11.1), we asked experts on environmental issues to rate the 

questions we have adapted and developed for the SoGreen module (Ramaj, K. 2025a; 2025b). Participants 

rated 30 items on a scale from 0 (not relevant at all) to 10 (extremely relevant) in terms of their relevance 

to the social aspects of the green transition. The highest-rated items included trust in government to address 

climate change, experience of extreme weather events, worry about future extreme weather, lifestyle change 

due to climate policies, Personal responsibility to reduce climate change. The lower-rated items included 

Reason for using public transport, Reason for buying energy-efficient appliances, main mode of transport. 

More detailed results on the expert feedback on the questions can be found in the report of WP11 which 

will be submitted as deliverable 11.2 and will be available upon request (Ramaj, 2025b). 

2.4. Validating and documenting 

To ensure transparency and accessibility, all new survey items should be made available in accordance 

with the FAIR (Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable) principles. Following the approach 

used for the SoGreen module, the newly developed questions will be shared and documented following 

these standards. As also mentioned in part one of this deliverable, all questions developed in the SoGreen 

project will be deposited to Zenodo and be assigned a DOI to facilitate open access and citation. The 

validation of these items will take place within the ESS-CRONOS Wave 7, ensuring their reliability for 

broader research use. 

2.5. Final recommendations 

The four-step approach (identifying gaps, adapting or developing new survey items, testing and refining, 

and validating and documenting) provides a systematic framework for generating high-quality and 

conceptually grounded survey measures. To strengthen future applications of this process, several 

recommendations can be made.  

1. Ensure early and continuous researcher and stakeholder engagement, including topic experts and 
methodological advisors to enhance content relevance and clarity.  

2. Maintain transparent documentation at each stage, capturing the rationale for item inclusion and 
modification to support reproducibility.  

3. Incorporate iterative testing across diverse contexts, recognizing that item performance may vary 
by language, culture, and mode of administration.  

4. Treat survey item development as an ongoing cycle rather than a one-time task, with periodic re-
views and updates informed by empirical evidence from field performance and evolving theoretical 
frameworks.   

5. Ensure that questions remain sufficiently simple to allow straightforward translation, supplement-
ing them with brief explanations when conceptually complex constructs must be retained.  
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This reflective and iterative orientation ensures that survey instruments remain scientifically rigorous, 

culturally adaptable, and responsive to emerging research needs.  
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Appendix I. Translator’s Instructions 
 
Question-by-Question and Translator’s Instructions – SHARE Self Completion Questionnaire 
QxQ - Question by Question¶ 
The main purpose of the QxQ is to improve the understanding of the related question. The ultimate goal is that the translator has a clear understanding 
of what the responsible scientist is after. This is an important step in the harmonization procedure across languages. 
The QxQ document for the SCQ has initially two sections 
1. Aim of the Question Section 
2. Definitions Sections 
These texts fields will become visible in the Translation CTRL. More details are provided down below. 
 
Aim of the question: 

• This field text points out what the question is after, i.e. what we want to capture asking that specific question to the respondent. It should 
provide the bigger picture if it cannot be directly derived by reading the question. 

• Translators are the main target. It does not need to be translated and is not information to be given to respondents. 
• It would help translators to relate the terminology to the corresponding domain, either in the generic language or in the national translation. 
• It will be displayed only in the Translation CTRL. 

 
Definitions: 

• This field text provides detailed description of the terms used in the question. 
• Translators are the main target. It does not need to be translated and is not information to be given to respondents. 
• It would help translators to translate properly technical words. It would also help to address the national expert to get their feedback for the 

adaptation to the institutional context. 
• It will be displayed only in the Translation CTRL. 

 
Translator Instructions 
Translator’s instructions point out practical recommendations to what to pay attention during the translation. 

• This field text indicates how the translator has to proceed in special cases. 
• Translators are the main target. It does not need to be translated. 
• It would help us to harmonize the translation procedure across countries when special issues should be taken into account. 
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• It will be displayed only in the Translation CTRL. 

item_name question text 
response 
options qxq_aim qxq_definitions 

qxq_translator 
_instructions 

F1 

How dissatisfied or 
satisfied are you with the 
access you have to green 
spaces in the area where 
you live? 

o 0 - 
Extremely 
dissatisfied (0) 
o 1 (1)  
o 2 (2)  
o 3 (3)  
o 4 (4)  
o 5 (5)  
o 6 (6)  
o 7 (7)  
o 8 (8)  
o 9 (9)  
o 10 - 
Extremely 
satisfied (10) 

To measure satisfaction 
with access to green 
spaces. Green spaces 
contribute to well-being 
and urban sustainability. 
Accessibility to green 
spaces affects public 
attitudes toward 
environmental policies. 

Access: how easily you 
can reach and use green 
spaces near your home.  
 
Green spaces: outdoor 
areas with grass, trees, or 
plants, like parks, 
gardens, forests, or 
fields.  
 
Area where you live: 
refers to the 
surroundings near your 
home, including your 
neighbourhood, village, 
or local community-
whether in a city, town 
or rural setting. 

 

F2 
How concerned are you 
about the air pollution in 
the area where you live?  

1. Not at all 
concerned 
2. Not very 
concerned 
3. Somewhat 
concerned 
4. Very 
concerned 
5. Extremely 
concerned 

To measure concern 
about air pollution. Air 
pollution is a visible 
indicator of 
environmental 
degradation and policy 
effectiveness. 
Dissatisfaction may 
correlate with stronger 
climate concern. 

Air pollution: Air 
pollution is the presence 
of harmful or excessive 
substances in the air, 
such as gases, particles, 
or biological materials, 
that can harm human 
health, animals, plants, 
or the environment. 
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F3 

How often do you 
experience health issues 
such as coughing, 
sneezing, or irritation 
that you believe are 
related to poor air 
qualitypollution?  

1. Daily 
2. A few times 
a week 
3. A few times 
a month 
4. Less than 
once a month 
5. Never 

To measure the health 
impact of air pollution. 
Item explores how 
exposure to air pollution 
may affect individual 
health, highlighting 
potential risks and 
vulnerabilities related to 
contextual factors. 

Irritation: refers to a 
physical reaction 
causing discomfort, 
itching, burning, 
inflammation in a part of 
the body such as the 
nose, throat, or eyes. 

 

F4 

On a typical day, what is 
your main mode of 
transport? By main 
mode, we mean the one 
that you use most often.  

1. Walking 
2. Bicycle or e-
bike 
3. Public 
transport (bus, 
train, subway, 
tram) 
4. Privately 
owned 
gasoline/diesel 
vehicle 
5. Privately 
owned electric 
or hybrid 
vehicle 
6. No daily or 
regular travel 
7. Other 

To assess the main mode 
of transport. Establishes 
the transport option used 
the most often, which 
can influence how 
individuals are impacted 
by climate policies. It 
also shows whether the 
transport option used 
most often is rather an 
environmentally 
friendly or rather an 
environmentally 
unfriendly option. 

Gasoline: Gasoline 
(also known as petrol in 
some countries) is a 
liquid fuel made from 
petroleum. It is used 
mainly to power cars and 
other vehicles with 
internal combustion 
engines. It is highly 
flammable and contains 
hydrocarbons that 
release energy when 
burned.  
 
(Privately owned) 
Vehicle: includes 
various means of 
transport such as cars, 
vans, motorcycles.  
 
(Privately owned) 
Hybrid vehicle: means 
of transport (e.g. car, 
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van, motorcycle) that 
combines more than one 
means of energy, e.g. 
combining petrol or 
diesel engine with an 
electric motor. 

F5 

How dissatisfied or 
satisfied are you with the 
public transport 
infrastructure in the area 
where you live?  

o 0 - 
Extremely 
dissatisfied (0) 
o 1 (1)  
o 2 (2)  
o 3 (3)  
o 4 (4)  
o 5 (5)  
o 6 (6)  
o 7 (7)  
o 8 (8)  
o 9 (9)  
o 10 - 
Extremely 
satisfied (10) 

To measure satisfaction 
with public transport 
infrastructure. The item 
evaluates whether 
sustainable mobility 
options are adequate for 
daily life. Poor 
infrastructure may 
hinder climate-friendly 
choices. 

Public transport 
infrastructure: the 
systems and services for 
shared travel, including 
but not limited to busses, 
trains, trams, and the 
roads, stations, and the 
stops they use.  
 
Area where you live: 
refers to the 
surroundings near your 
home, including your 
neighbourhood, village, 
or local community-
whether in a city, town 
or rural setting.  

 

F6 
How often do you use 
public transport? 

o Daily (1) 
o A few times 
a week (2) 
o A few times 
a month (3) 
o Less than 
once a month 

To assess frequency of 
public transport use. The 
item indicates reliance 
on sustainable mobility, 
which can be influenced 
by infrastructure, cost, 
and climate awareness. 

Public transport: 
"Public transport refers 
to passenger transport 
services available to the 
general public, provided 
by scheduled services 
(buses, trains, trams, 
etc.), usually for a fare 
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(4) 
o Never (5) 

and operating on fixed 
routes." (European 
Commission, 
Sustainable and Smart 
Mobility Strategy, 
2020.) 
It includes means of 
transport that operate 
over both short (within 
cities or regions) and 
long (e.g. between cities 
within one country or 
across countries) 
distances. 

F7 
What is the main reason 
you use public transport?  

• To save 
money 
• To protect 
the 
environment 
• For 
convenience 
• I don’t have 
another choice  
• Other  

To assess the main 
reason for using public 
transport. Item identifies 
whether financial, 
environmental, or 
convenience factors 
drive public 
transportation usage. 
Understanding 
motivations helps shape 
effective policies. 

Public transport: 
"Public transport refers 
to passenger transport 
services available to the 
general public, provided 
by scheduled services 
(buses, trains, trams, 
etc.), usually for a fare 
and operating on fixed 
routes." (European 
Commission, 
Sustainable and Smart 
Mobility Strategy, 
2020.) 
It includes means of 
transport that operate 
over both short (within 
cities or regions) and 
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long (e.g. between cities 
within one country or 
across countries) 
distances. 

F8 
What is the main reason 
you do not use or rarely 
use public transport?  

1. Lack of 
convenient 
routes or stops 
near my home 
2. Infrequent 
or unreliable 
service 
3. Cost of 
tickets is too 
high 
4. Public 
transport takes 
too long 
5. Public 
transport is 
unsafe (e.g., 
pickpocketing) 
6. Public 
transport is 
uncomfortable 
(e.g., too 
crowded) 
7. Poor 
accessibility 
for my needs 
(e.g., disability 
access) 

To assess the main 
reason for not using 
public transport. Item 
identifies whether 
financial, 
environmental, or 
convenience factors 
drive public 
transportation usage. 
Understanding 
motivations helps shape 
effective policies. 

Public transport: 
"Public transport refers 
to passenger transport 
services available to the 
general public, provided 
by scheduled services 
(buses, trains, trams, 
etc.), usually for a fare 
and operating on fixed 
routes." (European 
Commission, 
Sustainable and Smart 
Mobility Strategy, 
2020.) 
It includes means of 
transport that operate 
over both short (within 
cities or regions) and 
long (e.g. between cities 
within one country or 
across countries) 
distances. 
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8. Public 
transport is not 
needed in my 
daily life 
98. Other 

F9 

When purchasing a 
household appliance, 
how often do you choose 
an energy efficient 
option?  

o Always (1) 
o Often (2) 
o Sometimes 
(3) 
o Rarely (4) 
o Never (5) 

To assess the frequency 
of choosing energy-
efficient appliances. 
Evaluates respondent's 
pro-environmental 
purchasing habits, a key 
aspect of individual 
climate action. 

Household appliance: 
refers to any electrical 
device used at home to 
perform common tasks. 
This includes items like 
refrigerators, washing 
machines, ovens, stoves, 
air conditioners, fans, 
heaters, or even small 
appliances like kettles 
and microwaves.  
 
Energy efficient: 
energy efficient in the 
sense of ‘using less 
energy’ 

 

F10 
What is the main reason 
you buy energy-efficient 
appliances? 

• To save 
money on 
energy bills 
• To protect 
the 
environment 
• Due to 
government 
regulations or 

To assess the main 
reason for buying 
energy-efficient 
appliances. Item 
identifies if climate 
awareness, economic 
savings, or policy 
incentives are the main 
drivers of sustainable 
consumption. 

Energy-efficient: 
energy efficient in the 
sense of ‘using less 
energy’ 
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incentives 
• Other 

F11 How worried are you 
about climate change?  

o Not at all 
worried (1) 
o Not very 
worried (2) 
o Somewhat 
worried (3) 
o Very worried 
(4) 
o Extremely 
worried (5)  

To assess level of worry 
about climate change. 
Item investigates public 
worry about climate 
change, which 
influences support for 
policies and willingness 
to act. 

 

Item has been taken from ESS 
Wave 8, translation available 
for all languages except Greek, 
please check file 
"ESS8_questionnaires_[...].pdf" 
for item D24, copy over 
translation, amend if you think it 
is necessary 

F12 

To what extent do you 
feel a personal 
responsibility to try to 
reduce climate change?   
 
Please use the scale 
below, where 0 means 
not at all and 10 means a 
great deal. 

o 0 – Not at all 
(0) 
o 1 (1)  
o 2 (2)  
o 3 (3)  
o 4 (4)  
o 5 (5)  
o 6 (6)  
o 7 (7)  
o 8 (8)  
o 9 (9)  
o 10 – A great 
deal (10) 

To assess personal 
responsibility to reduce 
climate change. Item 
assesses whether people 
feel an obligation to take 
action or if they see 
climate change as 
someone else’s problem. 

 

Item has been taken from ESS 
Wave 8, translation available 
for all languages except Greek, 
please check file 
"ESS8_questionnaires_[...].pdf" 
for item D23, copy over 
translation, amend if you think it 
is necessary 

F13 

How much do you trust 
or distrust the 
[COUNTRY] 
government to address 
climate change? 

o Strongly 
distrust (1) 
o Somewhat 
distrust (2) 
o Neither trust 
nor distrust (3) 

To assess trust in 
government to address 
climate change. Item 
evaluates whether 
people believe 
policymakers are 

Address: meaning to 
take action to deal with, 
respond to, or try to 
solve a problem. In this 
case, it refers to the 
government’s effects, 
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o Somewhat 
trust (4) 
o Strongly 
trust (5) 

capable and committed 
to tackling climate 
issues. 

plans, or policies to 
reduce the causes of 
climate change or 
manage its impact. 

F14 

Here are two statements 
people sometimes make 
when discussing the 
environment and 
economic growth. 
Which one comes closer 
to your own point of 
view? 

o Protecting 
the 
environment 
should be 
given priority, 
even if it 
causes slower 
economic 
growth and 
some loss of 
jobs. (1) 
o Economic 
growth and 
creating jobs 
should be 
given priority, 
even if the 
environment 
suffers to some 
extent. (2) 

To assess environmental 
protection vs. economic 
growth. Answers to the 
item reflects whether 
individuals prioritize 
economic stability or 
environmental action 
when trade-offs arise. 

 

Item has been taken from EVS / 
WVS with very minor 
adaptions, translations are 
available for all languages 
(Greek version for Cyprus 
though), you might want to 
check item v204/Q57 in file 
"EVS_ZA7500_q_[...]" and 
item v104/Q37 in file 
"F00000642-
WVS_Questionnaire_[...]" as 
input for your translation 

F15 

Governments in some 
countries have 
introduced or are 
considering introducing 
policies to reduce 
climate change.  
 

o I hadn’t 
heard of any 
policies before 
(1) 
o I had heard 
of them but 
know very 

To assess familiarity 
with climate policies. 
Item measures the extent 
to which people are 
informed about 
government actions on 
climate change. Lack of 

Climate change 
policies: refers to laws, 
regulations, or 
government actions 
aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas 
emissions or adapting to 

 



   
 

   
 

26 

How familiar are you 
with climate change 
policies that have been 
discussed or introduced 
in [COUNTRY]?  

little about 
them (2) 
o I have a good 
understanding 
of them (3) 
o I have a 
strong 
understanding 
of these 
policies, 
including their 
details (4)   

awareness may reduce 
engagement and trust. 

the effects of climate 
change. These may 
include things like fuel 
taxes, vehicle emissions 
standards, public 
transport investments, or 
rules promoting cleaner 
energy. 

// 

There are different 
ways to tackle climate 
change, like using more 
renewable energy, 
improving energy 
efficiency, introducing 
a carbon tax, and 
improving public 
transportation. The 
following questions are 
about how climate 
change policies might 
affect people.   

// //   

F16 

How confident are you 
that [COUNTRY’S] 
climate change policies 
will take into account the 
views of everyone?   

o Not at all 
confident (1)   
o Not very 
confident (2)   
o Fairly 
confident (3)   

To assess confidence 
that policies reflect 
public views. Item 
assesses whether people 
feel included in climate 
governance processes. 

Climate change 
policies: refers to laws, 
regulations, or 
government actions 
aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas 
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o Very 
confident (4)   
o Extremely 
confident (5)   

emissions or adapting to 
the effects of climate 
change. These may 
include things like fuel 
taxes, vehicle emissions 
standards, public 
transport investments, or 
rules promoting cleaner 
energy. 

F17 

How confident are you 
that [COUNTRY’S] 
climate change policies 
will give a fair outcome 
to everyone? 

o Not at all 
confident (1)   
o Not very 
confident (2)   
o Fairly 
confident (3)   
o Very 
confident (4)   
o Extremely 
confident (5)   

To assess confidence 
that policies will be fair 
to everyone. Item 
evaluates whether 
climate policies are 
perceived as socially just 
and equitable. 

Fair outcome: in the 
sense of ‘equitable 
result’ or ‘just outcome’ 

 

F18 

What do you think will 
be the impact of climate 
change policies on the 
job market?  

o They will 
create more 
new jobs than 
they will 
eliminate 
existing ones 
(1) 
o They will 
eliminate more 
jobs than they 
create new 
ones (2) 

Item assesses whether 
the public considers the 
green transition as a job 
creator or job destroyer. 

Climate change 
policies: refers to laws, 
regulations, or 
government actions 
aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas 
emissions or adapting to 
the effects of climate 
change. These may 
include things like fuel 
taxes, vehicle emissions 
standards, public 
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o They will 
have a 
balanced 
impact, 
creating and 
eliminating  
jobs at a 
similar rate (3) 
o They will not 
have an impact 
on the job 
market (4) 
 

transport investments, or 
rules promoting cleaner 
energy. 

F19 

To what extent do you 
think your government's 
climate change policies 
might require you to 
change your lifestyle?  
 
Please use the scale 
below, where 0 means 
not at all and 10 means a 
great deal. 

o 0 – Not at all 
(0) 
o 1 (1)  
o 2 (2)  
o 3 (3)  
o 4 (4)  
o 5 (5)  
o 6 (6)  
o 7 (7)  
o 8 (8)  
o 9 (9)  
o 10 – A great 
deal (10) 

To assess expected 
lifestyle changes due to 
policies. Item evaluates 
whether people 
anticipate major 
disruptions or 
adjustments in daily life. 

Lifestyle: As in ‘the way 
you live’  

F20 

Do you think the 
lifestyle changes 
required by climate 
change policies will 
have a positive or 

o Very 
negative (1) 
o Somewhat 
negative (2) 
o Neutral (3) 

Determines whether 
policy-driven lifestyle 
changes are viewed as 
beneficial or 
burdensome. 

Lifestyle changes: 
changes in daily habits 
(e.g., way of travelling, 
eating, or shopping).  
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negative impact on your 
daily life? 

o Somewhat 
positive (4) 
o Very 
positive (5) 

Climate change 
policies: refers to laws, 
regulations, or 
government actions 
aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas 
emissions or adapting to 
the effects of climate 
change. These may 
include things like fuel 
taxes, vehicle emissions 
standards, public 
transport investments, or 
rules promoting cleaner 
energy. 

F21 

How concerned are you 
that your government's 
climate change policies 
might make it more 
difficult for you to pay 
your energy bills? 

o Not at all 
concerned (1) 
o Not very 
concerned (2) 
o Somewhat 
concerned (3) 
o Very 
concerned (4) 
o Extremely 
concerned (5) 
o I am not in 
paid work (6) 

To assess concern about 
energy affordability due 
to policies (Energy 
Poverty). Item measures 
fear of rising energy 
costs, which could affect 
policy acceptance. 

Climate change 
policies: refers to laws, 
regulations, or 
government actions 
aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas 
emissions or adapting to 
the effects of climate 
change. These may 
include things like fuel 
taxes, vehicle emissions 
standards, public 
transport investments, or 
rules promoting cleaner 
energy.  
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Energy bills: energy in 
the broadest sense 
possible, not just 
electricity 

F22 

How concerned are you 
that your government's 
climate change policies 
might make 
transportation more 
expensive? 

o Not at all 
concerned (1) 
o Not very 
concerned (2) 
o Somewhat 
concerned (3) 
o Very 
concerned (4) 
o Extremely 
concerned (5) 
o I am not in 
paid work (6) 

To assess concern about 
transport affordability 
due to policies 
(Transport Poverty). 
Item reflects concerns 
about financial strain 
from higher 
transportation costs. 

Climate change 
policies: refers to laws, 
regulations, or 
government actions 
aimed at reducing 
greenhouse gas 
emissions or adapting to 
the effects of climate 
change. These may 
include things like fuel 
taxes, vehicle emissions 
standards, public 
transport investments, or 
rules promoting cleaner 
energy. 

 

F23 

F20 How concerned are 
you that your 
government's climate 
change policies in 
addressing climate 
change might lead you to 
lose your job in the 
future?  

o Not at all 
concerned (1) 
o Not very 
concerned (2) 
o Somewhat 
concerned (3) 
o Very 
concerned (4) 
o Extremely 
concerned (5) 
o I am not in 
paid work (6) 

To assess concern about 
job security due to 
policies (Job Security). 
Item examines whether 
people fear losing their 
jobs as a result of the 
green transition. 

Address: meaning to 
take action to deal with, 
respond to, or try to 
solve a problem. In this 
case, it refers to the 
government’s effects, 
plans, or policies to 
reduce the causes of 
climate change or 
manage its impact. 
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Appendix II. SoGreen Extended Module  
The following questions are developed after the SoGreen Module and will be fielded primarily in ESS 
CRONOS Wave 7. 

SoGreen Extended Module – ESS CRONOS W7 

The next questions are about your lifestyle and the environment.  

w7seq1 In the last 12 months, which of the following did you do?  
Please select all that apply. 

 Planned meals ahead to avoid food waste (1)  
 Followed a vegetarian or vegan diet (2)  
 Bought locally produced food (3)  
 Walked or cycled short journeys rather than use a car (4)  
 Took part in a climate protest (5)  
 None of the above (6) 

Source: CRONOS w3gqq13, question and response options modified  

Programming Note: last option is exclusive 

  

w7seq2 In the last 12 months, which of the following did you do?  
Please select all that apply. 

 Put more clothes on when you feel cold rather than putting on the heating or turning it up (1)  
 Bought a more expensive energy efficient appliance rather than a cheaper inefficient one (2)  
 Bought an electric car (3)  
 Avoided buying anything new, such as new clothing, appliances or other household items (4)  
 Bought used or second-hand clothing, appliances or other household items rather than buying 

new ones (5) 
 Repaired clothing, appliances or other household items rather than buying new ones (6) 
 None of the above (7)  

Source: CRONOS w3gqq14, question and response options modified 

Programming Note: last option is exclusive 

  

w7seq3 Carbon footprint is the amount of greenhouse gas emissions associated with all the activities of 
a person. In which area of your daily life do you think your individual actions can reduce your 
carbon footprint the most?  

o Home heating and cooling (e.g. using less heating and air conditioning) (1) 
o Transport (e.g. cycling, walking short distances, carsharing) (2) 
o Shopping habits (e.g. local products, second-hand products) (3) 
o Holidays (e.g. choosing nearby destinations, limiting air travel) (4) 
o Food (e.g. eating seasonal products, eating less meat) (5) 
o Digital (e.g. cleaning up your email, using AI less often) (6) 
o Other (7) 
o I don’t think I can reduce my carbon footprint (8) 

Source: EIB climate survey  

Programming Note: add instructions ‘Please select only one option.’ for paper questionnaire 
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w7seq4 Some people might find it difficult to engage in environmentally friendly behaviours (e.g. 
recycling, using public transport). In your opinion, what is the biggest obstacle for you to engage in 
more environmentally friendly behaviours?  

o Lack of information (1) --> Go to w7seq5 
o Lack of infrastructure (e.g. no recycling facilities or public transport stations nearby) (2) --> Go 

to w7seq5 
o Lack of economic resources (3) --> Go to w7seq5 
o Lack of trust in institutions (4) --> Go to w7seq5 
o Lack of time (5) --> Go to w7seq5 
o Other (6) --> Go to w7seq5 
o None (7) --> Skip to w7seq6 
o I don’t think my individual actions would impact the environment (8) --> Skip to w7seq6 

Source: Mezzacapo et al. 2025, modified 

Programming Note: add instructions ‘Please select only one option.’ for paper questionnaire 

Translation Note: Recycling as in waste sorting 

  

w7seq5 Some people might find it difficult to engage in environmentally friendly behaviours (e.g. 
recycling, using public transport). In your opinion, what is the second biggest obstacle for you to 
engage in moreenvironmentally friendly behaviours?  

o Lack of information (1) 
o Lack of infrastructure (e.g. no recycling facilities or public transport stations nearby) (2) 
o Lack of economic resources (3)  
o Lack of trust in institutions (4) 
o Lack of time (5) 
o Other (6) 
o None (7) 

Source: Mezzacapo et al. 2025, modified 

Programming Note: add instructions ‘Please select only one option.’ for paper questionnaire 

  

The following questions are about your views on relationship and environmental values. 

  

w7seq6 Do you have a partner at the moment?  

o Yes, I have a partner, and we live together --> Skip to w7seq8 
o Yes, I have a partner, but we do not live together (2) --> Skip to w7seq8 
o No, I do not have a partner at the moment (3) --> Go to w7seq7 

Source: New 

Translation Note: ‘Partner’ refers to one’s significant other, including married partner; ‘husband/wife’ 
should not be used 

  

w7seq7 How important is it to you that you and your future partner share similar views on 
environmental issues? 

o Not at all important (1) --> Skip to w7seq13 

https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420925002444
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2212420925002444
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o Slightly important (2) --> Skip to w7seq13 
o Moderately important (3) --> Skip to w7seq13 
o Very important (4) --> Skip to w7seq13 
o Extremely important (5) --> Skip to w7seq13 
o I do not plan to have a partner in the future (6) --> Skip to w7seq13 

Source: New 

  

w7seq8 How long have you been in your current relationship? 

o Less than one year (1) 
o 1 to 2 years (2) 
o 3 to 5 years (3) 
o 6 to 10 years (4) 
o More than 10 years (5) 

Source: New 

  

w7seq9 How worried is your partner about climate change?  

o Not at all worried (1) 
o Not very worried (2) 
o Somewhat worried (3) 
o Very worried (4) 
o Extremely worried (5) 
o I don’t know (6) 

Source: New             

  

w7seq10 Who typically takes the lead in making environmentally friendly choices (e.g. recycling, 
energy saving) in your relationship?  

o Mostly me (1) 
o Shared equally (2) 
o Mostly my partner (3) 
o Neither of us (4) 

Source: New  

  

w7seq11 In the last 12 months, how often did you and your partner have disagreements about 
environmental issues? 

o Never (1) --> Skip to w7seq13 
o Hardly ever (2) --> Go to w7seq12 
o Sometimes (3) --> Go to w7seq12 
o Often (4) --> Go to w7seq12 
o Very often (5) --> Go to w7seq12 

Source: New 

  

w7seq12 On which environmental issues were the disagreements about?  
Please select all that apply. 

□ Organic or local food (1) 
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□ Diet (e.g. meat consumption, following a vegetarian diet) (2) 
□ Food waste (3) 
□ Waste sorting (4) 
□ Travel (e.g. air travel, destinations, frequency) (5) 
□ Mode of transportation (e.g. car, public transport, bike) (6) 
□ Energy consumption (e.g. electricity, heating) (7) 
□ Water consumption (8) 
□ Appliance purchases (e.g. electronics, household appliances) (9) 
□ Clothing purchases (10) 
□ Environmental politics and policies (11) 
□ Other (12) 

Source: New  

  

w7seq13 How often do you have disagreements about environmental issues with people around 
you (apart from your partner if you have one)? 

o Never (1) --> Skip to w7seq16 
o Hardly ever (2) --> Go to w7seq14 
o Sometimes (3) --> Go to w7seq14 
o Often (4) --> Go to w7seq14 
o Very often (5) --> Go to w7seq14 

Source: New  

  

w7seq14 With whom do you have these disagreements about environmental issues?  
Please select all that apply. 

□ Father (or stepfather) (1) 
□ Mother (or stepmother) (2) 
□ Son (or stepson) (3) 
□ Daughter (or stepdaughter) (4) 
□ Brother (5) 
□ Sister (6) 
□ Other relative (7) 
□ Friend (8) 
□ Colleague (9) 
□ Other non-relative (10) 

Source: New  

Translation Note: ‘colleague’ as in co-worker 

  

w7seq15 On which environmental issues do you general disagree with people around you?  
Please select all that apply. 

□ Organic or local food (1) 
□ Diet (e.g. reducing meat consumption, following a vegetarian diet) (2) 
□ Food waste (3) 
□ Waste sorting (4) 
□ Travel (e.g. air travel, destinations, frequency) (5) 
□ Mode of transportation (e.g. car, public transport, bike) (6) 
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□ Energy consumption (e.g. electricity, heating) (7) 
□ Water consumption (8) 
□ Appliance purchases (e.g. electronics, household appliances) (9) 
□ Clothing purchases (10) 
□ Environmental politics and policies (11) 
□ Other (12) 

Source: New 

  

The next questions are about your housing conditions. 

  

w7seq16 What is the main method you use to heat your home?  

o Electric heating (e.g. electric radiators, underfloor heating) (1) 
o Gas heating (e.g. gas boiler or gas heater) (2) 
o Oil heating (e.g. oil boiler or oil stove) (3) 
o Solar thermal system (solar panels that heat water or air) (4) 
o Heat pump (e.g. water-source, air-source or ground-source) (5) 
o Wood or biomass (e.g. wood stove, pellet burner) (6) 
o District or communal heating (shared system for multiple homes / buildings) (7) 
o Other (8) 
o I don’t know (9) 
o I don’t have a main heating system (10) 

Source: New 

Programming Note: add instructions ‘Please select only one option.’ for paper questionnaire 

  

w7seq17 Thinking of the past 12 months, to what extent were you worried about the cost of heating 
your home to a comfortable standard? 

o Not at all worried (1) 
o Not very worried (2) 
o Somewhat worried (3) 
o Very worried (4) 
o Extremely worried (5) 

Source: loosely based on EU-SILC-HS 

  

w7seq18 In the past 12 months, how often has your household been in arrears on utility bills (e.g. 
electricity, water, gas, or heating) due to financial difficulties? 

o Never (1) 
o Once (2) 
o Twice (3) 
o Three or more times (4) 
o Continuously or most of the time (5) 

Source: loosely based on EU-SILC-HS 

  

w7seq19 How likely is it that you will improve the insulation or replace the heating system of your 
home within the next 5 years?  
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o Very unlikely (1) --> Go to w7seq20 
o Somewhat unlikely (2) --> Go to w7seq20 
o Somewhat likely (3) --> Skip to w7seq21 
o Very likely (4) --> Skip to w7seq21 

Source: OECD 2022 Q98 

  

w7seq20 You said you would be unlikely to improve the insulation or replace the heating system 
in your home. Why is this? 

o It’s already very efficient (1) 
o I have already improved or replaced it (2) 
o I don’t own the property so wouldn’t be able to make these changes (3) 
o It would cost too much (4) 
o I don’t want the hassle or disruption of installation (5) 
o It’s not possible in my property (6) 
o I don’t know enough about energy efficient additions or changes and how they work (7) 
o I don’t make these decisions in my home / building (8) 
o Other (9) 

Source: Public awareness tracker survey, UK Q51 

  

w7seq21 Which of the following features does your home have to cope with hot weather? 
Please select all that apply. 

□ Air conditioning (1) 
□ Ceiling or portable fans (2) 
□ Good insulation (3) 
□ Shading (e.g. shutters, blinds, awnings) (4) 
□ Natural ventilation design (5) 
□ Other (6) 
□ None (7) 
□ The area I live does not experience hot weather (8) 

Source: New 

Programming Note: the last two options are exclusive and mutually exclusive within themselves 

  

w7seq22 Public green spaces, such as parks, are a key element of sustainable and healthy communities. 
Do you have access to public green spaces in your neighbourhood? 

o Yes, less than 10 minutes’ walk from my home (1) 
o Yes, around 11-20 minutes’ walk (2) 
o Yes, around 21-30 minutes’ walk (3) 
o Yes, but more than 30 minutes’ walk (4) 
o No, I do not have access (5) 

Source: New     

Translation Note: Green spaces: outdoor areas with grass, trees, or plants, like parks, gardens, forests, 
or fields 

  

The next questions are about your source of news and your views on climate change policies. 
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w7seq23 Which of the following is your primary source of news about climate change and the 
green transition?  

o Newspaper / magazine (app, website, printed) (1) 
o Email newsletters (2) 
o Social media (e.g. Facebook, X, TikTok, etc.) (3) 
o Blogs and forums not associated with major media organizations (4) 
o Television (5) 
o Podcast or radio (6) 
o Other (7) 
o I don't follow the news about climate change and the green transition (8) 

Source: IMF YouGov Q12, adapted  

Programming Note: add instructions ‘Please only select one option’ for paper questionnaire 

Transition Note: ‘Green transition’ as in environmentally friendly changes 

  

Programming Note for w7seq24 to 27: web respondents to be randomly assigned to A or B (50% each); 
paper respondents assigned to receive A 

  

w7seq24_A To what extent are you in favour or against the following policy? 
Increasing taxes on air travel  

o Strongly in favour (1)   
o In favour (2)   
o Neither in favour nor against (3)   
o Against (4)   
o Strongly against (5)   

Source: New 

  

w7seq24_B To what extent are you in favour or against the following policy? 
Increasing taxes on air travel even if this increases its cost 

o Strongly in favour (1)   
o In favour (2)   
o Neither in favour nor against (3)   
o Against (4)   
o Strongly against (5)   

Source: New 

  

w7seq25_A (To what extent are you in favour or against the following policy?) 
A ban on high-emission vehicles in densely populated areas, such as city centres 

o Strongly in favour (1)   
o In favour (2)   
o Neither in favour nor against (3)   
o Against (4)   
o Strongly against (5)   

Source: New 
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Translation Note: ‘high-emission vehicles’ can be translated as ‘high-pollution vehicles’ 

  

w7seq25_B (To what extent are you in favour or against the following policy?) 
A ban on high-emission vehicles in densely populated areas, such as city centres, even if this makes 
these areas less accessible to some people  

o Strongly in favour (1)   
o In favour (2)   
o Neither in favour nor against (3)   
o Against (4)   
o Strongly against (5)   

Source: New 

Translation Note: ‘high-emission vehicles’ can be translated as ‘high-pollution vehicles’ 

  

w7seq26_A (To what extent are you in favour or against the following policy?) 
Banning all flights where there are rail alternatives under 2.5 hours 

o Strongly in favour (1)   
o In favour (2)   
o Neither in favour nor against (3)   
o Against (4)   
o Strongly against (5)   

Source: New 

  

w7seq26_B (To what extent are you in favour or against the following policy?) 
Banning all flights where there are rail alternatives under 2.5 hours even if this increases the cost 
of travelling 

o Strongly in favour (1)   
o In favour (2)   
o Neither in favour nor against (3)   
o Against (4)   
o Strongly against (5)  

Source: New 

  

w7seq27_A (To what extent are you in favour or against the following policy?) 
Increasing [country’s] investment in transition to green / electric public transportation 

o Strongly in favour (1)   
o In favour (2)   
o Neither in favour nor against (3)   
o Against (4)   
o Strongly against (5)   

Source: New 

  

w7seq27_B (To what extent are you in favour or against the following policy?) 
Increasing [country’s] investment in transition to green / electric public transportation even if this 
increases the cost of public transport  
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o Strongly in favour (1)   
o In favour (2)   
o Neither in favour nor against (3)   
o Against (4)   
o Strongly against (5)   

Source: New 

  

Some people think climate policies will benefit some groups more, while others don’t. The next 
questions ask about your opinion on who benefits more from the [COUNTRY’s] climate policies.  

  

w7seq28 In your opinion, would men or women benefit more from the [COUNTRY] government’s 
climate policies? 

o Men would benefit more (1)  
o Men and women would benefit equally (2)  
o Women would benefit more (3)  
o Neither men nor women would benefit from the [COUNTRY] government’s climate policies 

(4)  
Source: loosely based on IMF YouGov Q13  

  

w7seq29 In your opinion, would young or old people benefit more from the [COUNTRY] 
government’s climate policies? 

o Young people would benefit more (1) 
o Young and old people would benefit equally (2) 
o Old people would benefit more (3) 
o Neither young nor old people would benefit from the [COUNTRY] government’s climate poli-

cies (4) 
Source: loosely based on IMF YouGov Q13  

  

w7seq30 In your opinion, would low-income households or high-income households benefit more 
from the [COUNTRY] government’s climate policies? 

o Low-income households would benefit more (1) 
o Low and high-income households would benefit equally (2) 
o High-income households would benefit more (3) 
o Neither low nor high-income households would benefit from the [COUNTRY] government’s 

climate policies (4) 
Source: loosely based on IMF YouGov Q13  

  

w7seq31 In your opinion, would people living in rural areas or people living in urban areas benefit 
more from the [COUNTRY] government’s climate policies? 

o People living in rural areas would benefit more (1) 
o People living in rural and urban areas would benefit equally (2) 
o People living in urban areas would benefit more (3) 
o Neither people living in rural nor urban areas would benefit from the [COUNTRY] govern-

ment’s climate policies (4) 
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Source: loosely based on IMF YouGov Q13  

  

w7seq32 In your opinion, would small businesses or large corporations benefit more from the 
[COUNTRY] government’s climate policies? 

o Small businesses would benefit more (1) 
o Small businesses and large corporations would benefit equally (2) 
o Large corporations would benefit more (3) 
o Neither small businesses nor large corporations would benefit from the [COUNTRY] govern-

ment’s climate policies (4) 
Source: loosely based on IMF YouGov Q13  
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